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1. IRAN/IRAQ: 'SADDAN HUSSEIN WAR ' "‘Tﬁ.fu'f
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Iraqi President Saddam Nussein ®ay be under more ill"4 -
pressure to expand the war than we Previously anticipated.
have assumed that Saddam’'s decision to use the Btendard/Ex P 19
combination would be largely a function of hov he views hie ‘1 B,
‘term economic prospects. However, in the wake of Itanian &

‘in RKurdistan and shake-ups {n Iraq‘s intelligence organizat R,
Saddam may now believe that he must take some dramatic actlcﬂf
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sooner rather than later.
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There are three key variables which will most d*toctlj?ﬁf.hﬁ.»A Hete
influence vhether and/or when Saddam would decide to'use the | Hen
- Etendards: the military situation along the border, Saddam™y sl
sense of personal/political security, and the state Of Ivagh | ! - yrwn
finances. The military and security factors had beea relatiywly . e
static over an extended period of time. The war hadibeen stal IS
mated for months and Saddam was not faced with any serfous - |- 7 ’“"9?3
security threats--in large part because of the vigilance of phe ;= {4%ud

Iraqi secret police. Thus, the progressive deterioration of Tragi T
finances seemed to emerge as the major variable influencing ghe = ~°  viieni

decision about whether, how, and when to expand the war tn the - Yenih
“Gulf, 4 e
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Recent developments may have moved Saddam to rclvalnatc the: U ' i
velght given to the military/security variables: | i e
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-=The Iraqis have not been able to stop, let aloné revery it i
the Iranian military advances in Kurdistan. Although ‘ﬂt |
®major Iranian military breakthrough in Xurdistas or el @ .. i
along the froant is likely, continuing military ¢ains er; f
having a cumulative fmpact on 8addam. This coula )

take soune desperate action if more of thea wvere|to
. the future; and
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.. =-Pollowing what appears to be a bitter taliiy fc d, 8a
S dismnissed his half brother as head of Irag’'s in elligey

state security apparatus and appacteatly is purging
i{nstitution, . .
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We do not knov whether these two factors are suffictent' ko -
tip the balance in favor of early use of the EBtendards. Howyver,
Saddam clearly is concerned about events in Kurdistasn, and tifere . - "
are indications that Iraq Day be prepared to strike back at ¥rem = j
at tines and places of its choosing. Iraqi Pirst Deputy Preipe o g

Minlster Ramadan was dispatched to selected Gulf states lclt‘b!cti~
with this message _

i

. ) | N ﬁi}fhﬂ -
: o e : i Lo L R G 5 A e (et |
I'Z‘);cléssihf:iéd in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/03/18 : CIA-RDP85M00363R000400690008-9 . |




